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What does it mean to be a "|iturgica|" church?
March 8, 2006

Scripture: Acts 2:42 "The First Converts"

Theg devoted themselves to the apostles’ teaching and Fe”owship)
to the breaking of bread and the prayers.

These four things formed the basis
of what the earliest converts to Christianitg understood
their new faith to be about...

Wha’c do we understand oumcaith to be about?

We have to start with some BIG questions...

We confess that we "...believe in the Ho|9 Catholic Church"
What does that mean to 9ou?

What do you think of when you think of the word "Church*?
Whg do you come to church on Sundag moming?

Key Question: What is it that we are doingon Sundag morning?




A partial definition of "the Church”
(1Crom World Council of Churches' Faith and Order Commission, The Nature and Purloosc of the C/7urc/7)

"The Church is not the sum of individual believers in communion with God.”
"It 1s not Primarilg a communion of believers with each other.”
"It is their common Par‘taldng in God's own life whose innermost bcing Is communion.”

(PJO)

Huh?
The Church as "common Par‘taldng“ (or Par‘ticipation) in God's

life?

How does thatwork?
It is related to the Triune nature of God
and Christ's work of bringing us into that rclationship. ..

So, back to our Key Question: What is it that we are c/oingin worship?

So what is "|iturgg"?

What associations do you have with this word?



LITURGY means "work of the people“

Itis the order of words, songs, and prayers that we use to guicle our worshiP‘

Through these worcls, songs, and prayers,
we are invited into relationship with God

and become a Part ot God's worl< in the worlcl‘

Notice: The whole service is given the title “Holg Communion”

Evergthing we do on Sundag morning relates to the table!

This is whg the Church” doesn't cease to exist once we leave on Sundag!

Together, we are all "the Church" in the world, Participating in God's

love for that world...
All of this begins with worship, and the mystery that we encounter there.

What are the four main aspects of worship?

th do we have these four sections?
A look into earlq Church historq...

The earliest "believers” were Jews. ..

The "new" development among the Christ-followers was the meal he instituted.

These followers would g0 to synagogue to hear from the ScriPtures 9ust OT
then)

and then gather at each others‘ houses iCor the meal.

As Christianitg became seParated from Judaism, Christian worshiP incorPoratecﬂ
both elements , Word and Meal



Natura”g, awayto gather People and send them forth developed, giving us the
basic
structure: Gather, Word, Meal, Send.

So, wl'lg do we use the words and songs that we use?

(and can we use others?)
we'll be looking at each section (Gather, Word, Meal, Send)

over the next Four weeks. ..

Conclusion: What happens in worship?
From the ELCA website:
Our exPerience of worshiP is similar to the exPerience of the two disciples onthe

road to Emmaus.

The risen Jesus breaks open the word for us, and then is made known in the

brealdng of bread (Luke 24:13-25).

With Easter faith, we confess that Christ appears to us as the scriPtures are read
and the eucharist is celebrated. (See also Luke 2427, 30-31a.)

Important things to remember about bcing a "liturgical" church:!

Being liturgical 1s not rigid formalism (though a sense of stgle) grace and
good

order do communicate the importance of the worship event).

Itis also not rubrical legalism (i.e. we haveto do it this wag) or necessarilg

doing

" This section taken from "What it Means to be Liturgical" by Scott Weidler ©1994



it “139 the book” (though itis important to understand the reasons
behind

the choices that have been made).

It 1s Participation in the life of God in the world!

Session 2

As We Gather...

March 15, 2006

Scripture: Isaiah 25:6-9 "The Feast on the Mountain®

On this mountain the Lord of hosts will make for all Peoples
afeast of rich 1Cood, afeast of well-matured wines,
of rich food filled with ma rrow, of well-matured wines strained clear.
And he will destrog on this mountain
the shroud that is cast over all Peoples,
the sheet that is sPread over all nations;
he will swallow up death forever.
Then the Lord God will wiPe away the tears from all faces,
and the cﬂisgrace of his People he will take away from all the earth,
for the Lord has sPoken.
it will be said on that dag,
Lo, this is our God; we have waited for him, so that he might save us.
This is the Lord for whom we have waited;

let us be glad and rejoice in his salvation.

A Walk Through the Sunclag Morning Liturgg: GATHER

Joel 2:15-16

Blow the trumpet in Zion; sancthcg afast; call a solemn assemblg; gather the
People.

Sancthcg the congregation; assemble the agecﬂ; gather the children, even infants
at the



breast.
Let the briclcgroom leave his room, and the bride her canopy.
Matthew 18:20

‘...For where two or three are gathcrcd in my name, | am there among them.’

e The Confession and Forgiveness:

We gathcr in the name of the F‘athcr, Son, and Holg SPirit
(This is central. . this is the context of our worship. _.remember our

definition of worship as ‘Participation inthe life of God’ ?)

BIBLE TIME
1 John1:8-9

The Pastoral Greeting:

Someone read 2 Corinthians 1%:1%

L % a4

LBW P57

what do you think "communion” means here?

Communion of the Holq SPirit = Community!
Communitg with God andwith others!
(indeed, in the gathcrcd community, these are the same)

vital and Faithful Congregations:

“Make Plannccl and concerted efforts to show hospitalitg to the stranger.. J



~From “bcgoncl the WorshiP Wars,” Alban Institute,

200L1.
We understand that alf/ People have a Place at the table.
This is a WELCOME
The "Kgrie"(.., _____
...................... "Kyrie" is the Greek word for "Lord"
...... This Part of the service is called “Kgrie“
! because of the refrain, "Lord, have
LBW P.57
Luke 17:13

................................................... ‘ (In fact, this is how People usuallg aPProach
. Jesus when theg are in NEED of something)

What are we in need of?7

(le. what are you in need of when you come on Sundag morning’?)

We prepare ourselves for Holq Communion bq Praqing for the things we

ﬂCCd...

"For the from above, and for our _ , let us pray to the Lord.”

Other things we pray for in the Kyrie:

Peace of the whole world, we”being of the Church of God, unity ofall...

This holg house, all who worship here...

These are things that we receive (in part) at

communion!




What is it that feeds you on Sunclag morning? (what needs are

met?)

The Hymn of Praise ("This is the Feast")

Sowhat IS Praise to begin with?

LBW PéO

What are the giFts that you thank God for?

What are the giFts that we are thanking God for in this hymn of Praise’?

Let’s look at what we actua”g sing on Sundag morning. ..

This is the of for our God. Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia.

Worthy is Christ, the who was slain, whose set us
to be people of God...

...Forthe who was slain has begun his

So, whq all this talk about a lamb? we'll find out together...




\ Excerpts of Exodus 12
WY The First Passover Instituted

':_'._,/J--"_ ' . The Lord said to Moses and Aaron in the land of Egypt: ...Tell the whole
congregation of Israel that on the tenth of this month theg are to take m for each

Familg, alamb for each household.. .Your lamb shall be without blemish, a 3ear~old male;

you may take it from the sheep or from the goats. You shall keep it until the fourteenth
dag of this month; then the whole assembled congregation of Israel shall slaughter it at
twilight. Theg shall take some of the blood and put it on the two cﬂoorposts and the lintel
of the houses in which theg eatit.

Theg shall eat the lamb that same night; theg shall eat it roasted over the fire with
unleavened bread and bitter herbs... This is how you shall eat it: your loins gircﬂecﬂ, your
sandals on your feet, and your staffin your hand; and you shall eat it hurriedlg. It is the
passover of the Lord. For I will pass through the land of Egypt that night, and I will
strike down every firstborn in the land of Egypt, both human beings and animals; on all

the gods of Eggpt I will executejudgments: I am the Lord. The blood shall be a sign for

you on the houses where you live: when | see the blood, I will pass over you, and no

Plague shall destrog you when | strike the land of Egypt.

This cﬂag shall be a day of remembrance for you. You shall celebrate it as a

festival to the Lorcﬂ; throughout your generations you shall observe it as a Perpetual
ordinance...You shall observe the festival of unleavened bread, for on this very dag I

brought your comPanies out of the land of Eggpt. .

Summary with words taken from “This is the Feast...”

We believe that Holg Communionis a @ or a meal in which we celebrate, give thanks,
and Praise God for Christ’s victory over death. Because of that victory over death, we
say that Christ is our King and now begins his reign. Just like in the Old Testament,

something was sacrificed to pay for sins. We call Christ the lamb of God because, much

like the Passover storg wejust hear&, Christ's blood means that God passes over our

sins. We are ?orgiven because of Christ, and we are free from our sins and evergthing
else that keeps us from acting out God’s love in the world.

We are freed FOR good works...notjust freed FROM our sins! (Luther
said this!)

Do you feel freed after communion?

Is it a celebrative {:eeling, like a feast of victory?

10



Session ?

As We Hear the wWord...

March 22, 2006

Scripture: | Timothg 4:11-15 "Instructions to Timothg“

These are the things you must insist on and teach. Let no one despise your
9outh but set the believers an example n sPeech and concﬂuct in love n Faith in Puritg

Until | arrive, glve attention to the publlc reacﬂmg of scrlpture to exhortmg, to teachmg

Do not neglect the gnct that is in you, which was glven to you through Prophecg with the
lagmg on of hands b the council of elders. Put these thmgs into Practlce, devote

90ursel1C to them, Te] that all may see your progress.

A Walk Through the Sunclag Morning Liturgg: HEAR

Matthew 4:1-4

«...One does not live bg bread alone, but bg every that comes from

the mouth of God...”

John 1:1-5

“In the begirming was the .”

Is this a sort of summary

Colossians 3.16 / of Christian worship’?

“Let the of Christ dwell in you richlg .. / /

and admonish one another in all wisdom,

and with gratitu&e in your hearts, sing _to God.”

I Timothy 413 (see above)

2 Timothq 4:1-5
What is it that strikes you about this Passage’?

11



So, whq do we need to HEAR?

Our time reading from the Bible is a time to listen to God's story again, to learn
how much

we are loved and what God's will is for our lives.
We are sustained and fed bg the Word & the Sacraments

The sermon helps us see where God is at in our cﬂailg lives.

In both the readings and the sermon, we hear how God's storg becomes our

OK,, now time to turn to the liturgy (remember: “liturgy” = “work of the Peoplel”)

The Pragcr of the Dag

This reinforces the theme of the dag,
and is related to the Bible readings.

L BW P.éz

Notice that the Prayer of the Day always ends with:

‘... tfzrougfz your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord...”

Have someone read Colossians 3:17

Now it is time to hear from the Bible

First Reacﬂingz Hebrew Scriptures (Acts cﬂuring
Easter)

Psalm (remember Colossians 3:16)

LBW| Second Reacﬂing: New Testament EPistles

What is our response after each one?

And now...the Gospel (remember: “gospcl” = “good news!”)

12



Whg do we stand for the gospcl‘?

Is it true that some Parts of Scripturc are more “imPortant” than

othcrs‘?

what we sing:

“Alleluia! Lord to whom shall we 07" : READ John 6:68

“Return to the Lord your God...” (Lent): READ Joel 2:15

The Sermon

What is it that you look for in a sermon?

What is it that hclps you feel fed bg the Word of God cluring the sermon?

The Hymns and Spiritual Songs...

Whu do we sing‘?

What are some of your favorite humns‘? Whu‘?

Let’s look again at Acts 2:42 (this was our Scripturc onweek 1)

13



“Thcg devoted themselves to the and ,

to thc and thc
REMEMBER:
These four things are what the earliest believers thought were essentialto bcing the

Church.
Thcg are still the center of what Christians DO,
csPcciallg when thcg gathcr togcthcr for worship.

_____________ The first item on their list was: THE APOSTLES’ TEACHING

“m  NOW, after the Sermon, what’s next in the service?

L BW P.64r~65

These creeds were understood as short statements of what Christians
believed.
Often, they were used to show how Christians believed di{:{:erently

than other groups that were out there.

They are grounded in the APOSTLES’ TEACHING.

FOLLOWING THE APOSTLES’ TEACHING

IS PART OF WHAT IT MEANS TO BE CHRISTIAN!

14




What is next in the service? Let’s look back to Acts 2:42...

The fourth item on the earliest believers’ list was PRAYERS
"""""" U Have someone read | Timothg 2:1-2

LBW P65

As Chrlstlans we are committed to praqmg for one another and for the whole world.
Remember the thmgs we praqccl for in the Kyrie?

Now is our chance to pray for SDCCHCIC needs.
1 1

Why do you think this is one of the 4 most impor‘tant parts of bcing the Church?

List a few Pcoplc that you would like to pray for:

After lhcting up all of our concerns for both ourselves and othcrs, what do we TRUST
in?

(At the end of the Pragcrs)

P: “...Into your hancls, O Lorcl, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in your

through Jesus Christ, our Lord.”

PRAYING FOR ONE ANOTHER AND THE WORLD
IS PART OF WHAT IT MEANS TO BE CHRISTIAN!




Session 4

As We Share in the Meal...

March 29,2006

Scripture: | Corinthians 1:2%-26 "“The Institution of the Lord's Supper“

For | received from the Lord what I also handed on to you, that the Lord Jesus on the
night when he was betraged took a loaf of bread, and when he had given thanks, he
broke it and said, ‘This is my bo&g that is for you. Do this in remembrance of me.’ In the
same way he took the cup also, after supper, saying, “This cup is the new covenant in my
blood. Do this, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of me.’ For as often as you eat

this bread and drink the cup, you Proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes.

A Walk Through the Sunclag Morning Liturgg: MEAL

Let’s look again at Acts 2:42 (our Scriptu re reading from week D)

“Theg devoted themselves to the aPostles’ tez:aching and fellowshi P
tothe brea king of bread and ‘ghe Pragers.§

Last week, we discussed the Place of
the aPostle’s teaching (Creed) & the

Pl"aHCI"S

This week, we will discuss the Place of
{:e“owship & the breaking of
bread.

16



First, we’ll discuss the place of FELLOWSHIP

For discussion:

Why do we do the sharing of the Pcace?

Someone read Matthew 5:25-54

Had you ever heard this read before?

This sends the message that peace among the Fc”owship s important to
God!

This is (part of) the reason whg we share the peace on Sunclag

morning!

Let’s look at a few other verses that have somcthing to say about

ECaCC. ..

John 1427

17



Inthe gospcl of John, Jesus says, “ I leave with you, Ephcsians +:1-3 my
J givc toyou.. .” We now share Jesus’ peace

with one another, as Paul tells us in Ephcsians, so that we can live with

allh and g , with p L bcaringwith one
V. anotherin | , mal(ing every effort to maintain the unitg of the
' - Spintin the bond omCP .

Living togcthcr n unitg and peace allows us to crjog each others’ company
and to geta glimpsc of God’s love through our interaction with one another!

This is whq we gather for coffee after worship and whq we have “Jiust for

fun® events!

Because...

BEING A PART OF A LOVING COMMUNITY

IS PART OF WHAT IT MEANS TO BE CHRISTIAN!

(Remember Participation in God's ‘
life) Rcadg to be loving’?
: Read Romans 16:16!

The OFFERING follows the passing of the peace...

For discussion:

What is the purpose of the oﬁccring’?
What do you feelwhen the Platc is Passc&’? Do you feel like you are gjving a part
of 30urscl1C to God’s mission?
What is the purpose of the building, the pastor, etc.?
Do you feel like the church alwags has its hand out?
This is a broader discussion about STEWARDSHIP (Holistic Stcwarcﬂship)

18



Remember how important rc-tc”ing the STORY is?
(Think of the Passover story)

We stcP into the very midst of God’s action in the world
by rc-tc”ing this story!

Throush it, we are Participating in God’s love affair with all of

creation!

What is it that we offer up to God? (Fromthe prayer on LBW p. .67)
“Merciful Father...we oFFcr with f Joy and thanksgvmgwhat you have first glvcr\ us

our selves, our time, and our possessions, signs of your gracious love. Receive
1]
them
for the sake of him who offered himself for us, Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.”

“et the Vineyards...” FULL of Biblical imagcrg — not based off one verse alone.
Fruitful vincgard ~All through OT, fruitful vincgar&s = sign of blcssir\g
Cup overflows — Psalm 23 (& elsewhere)
Seeds sown — Sgnoptic gospels have this kcg Parablc
“Bread of Life” — Gospel of John’s title for Jesus

The meal as a “foretaste of the feast to come...”

Likea Prcvicw of the great Messianic Banquet...
Look at Revelation 19:7-9 — The Marriage Feast of the Lamb

Now, to the TABLE...
Our Celebration bcgins with the GREAT THANKSGIVING

“Fucharist” (Pronounccd yoo~car~/5t’) means “givc thanks” in Greek

The root word is “charis” which means “gracc” in Greek.

ook at Psalm %6 — Thanking God for cvcrgthing God has done
(it would take many more verses than this...)
Look at Didache 9-10 (the oldest record we have of Christian li‘curgg}.

19



'm singing (and later speaking) the story of how Jesus lived, died, & rose!

Then, WE ALL sing Praise and thanksgiving togctherl (Holq, Holq, Holq).

Someone read Revelation 48 (this is even taken from Isaiah 6 %)

We are singing with the angels
who sit at the throne of the Lamb!

The rest of the song comes from Matthew 21:9 (“Palm“ Sundag)

The BEucharistic Prayers:
“Christ Has Died, Christ Is Risen, Christ Will Come Again!”

This is the central statement of our faith.

It is our earliest and most basic creed. ..

This is the mgsterg we Proclaim and celebrate.

The Words of Institution, The Lord's Prayer, The "Lamb of God.*
"Words of Institution” - Mt. 26:26-28, Mk. 14:22-25, L k. 22:17-20 g

1 Corinthians 11:2%-%6
The Lord's Prayer — Mt. 6:9-13, Lk. 11:1-4
The "Lamb of God" - Un. 1:29

These are in the context of the

old covenant — the Passover

Brief “Covenant" Bible Study Jeremiah 31:31-34

In verse 31, God says:

“The dags are surelg comingwhen I will make a new

with the house of Israel.” e
A COVENANT is like a contract.

Fach side makes Promises to the other.

What was wrong with the covenant that God had macﬂe with lsrael be?ore? (Verse

52)

It was a covenant “that theg

20



What will be so different about the new covenant? (Verse %%)
I will put my within them, and 1 will write it on their

and 1 will be their and theg shall be my

Besides knowing God, what is the best Par‘t of the new covenant? (Verse 34)
God says: ‘| will their , and remember

their no more."

Another word for COVENANT is TESTAMENT.
Now you lcnow whg we have an
OLD and a NEW TESTAMENT!

For Discussion:
Do you remember your first communion, or have other memories of communing as a

child?
Christ comes to us in this meal...do you encounter a sense of mgstcrg at the

table?

What emotions do you tgpica”g feel when you come forward?

Is there a change? What emotions do you feel as you walk awag?

Some quotes to ponder:

The meal is “a means bg which the Holg SPirit

can awaken or confirm faith in an individual.”

bBangert, Mark P.. “Holy Communion: Taste and See.” Inside Out. Ed. Thomas H. Schattauer. Minneapo[is:
Fortress Press, 1999. Quote taken from page 8l.

“The church needs the sacrament
[as] the means bg which
the church’s Fe”owship is established

and its mission

as the baPtizecl Pcople of God

is nourished and sustained”
The Use of the Means of Grace, pasge 39.




“That person Is wc” Prepared and worthg who believes these words:
'‘Given and shed for you for the remission of sins.™

~-Martin Luther

And Don't Forget Acts 2:42...

For Your Reference

A few final questions

using some OF Luther’s thoughts

What benefits do we receive from this sacrament?

Martin Luther said that we receive salvation, Forgiveness of sins and life itself.
Look back at the things we Praged forinthe Kyrie.
We receive those things at the table!

What in the world is a SACRAMENT?

Sacrament means “mgsterg.”

As Lutherans, we have two sacraments,
or Places where God mgsteriouslg comestousina very sPecial and holg way.
Our two sacraments are HOLY COMMUNION ancﬂ HOLY BAPTISM.

What do | have to believe in order to take Part in Holq Communion?

Itis very simPle.
Martin Luther said that the two most imPortant words cﬂuring Holg Communion were |
‘“FORYOU.”

22



it you believe that these are God’s ghcts FOR YOU,
youare Preparecﬂ to takeHolg Communion.
(This is wng occasiona”g the last words before the distribution of communion
are,
"These are the ghcts of God, FOR YOU, the People of God."

th do we kneel?
When we all kneel, no one is above anyone else.
We are showing that we all NEED these ghcts that God has give to us.

For Your Reference

Excerpts From The Didache

)
The Didacheis also called the "Teacning of the Twelve APostles." It was
Possiblg written around 65 - 80 A.D. and is suPPosed to be what the twelve

aPostles taugnt to the Gentiles concerning life and death, church order, Fasting,
baptism) prayer, etc. The Didache is not insPired) but is valuable as an earlg

cnunﬂ1éocument TmndmﬁdbyChrksH‘HodeT%cDHa&mkﬂnﬂmPuHm

domain.

CHAPTER 9
9:1 But concerning the Eucharist, after this fashion gve ye thanks.

9:2 First, concerning the cup. We thank thee, our Father, for the nolg vine, David tng
Son, which thou hast made known unto us tnrougn Jesus Christ tng Son; to thee be the
glorg for ever.

9:% And concerning the broken bread. We thank thee, our F‘ather, for the life and
knowledge which thou hast made known unto us tnrougn Jesus tng Son; to thee be the

23



glorg for ever.

9:4 As this broken bread was once scattered on the mountains, and after it had been
brought togcthcr became one, so may thg Church be gathcrcd togcthcr from the ends
of the earth unto thg kingdom; for thine is the glorg, and the power, through Jesus
Christ, for ever.

9.5 And let none eat or drink of your Eucharist but such as have been baptizcd into the
name of the Lord, for of a truth the Lord hath said concerning this, Give not that which
s holg unto clogs.

CHAPTER 10

10:1 But after it has been complctcd, s0 pray ye.

10:2 We thank thee, holg Father, for thg holg name, which thou hast caused to dwell in
our hearts, and for the lmowlcclgc and faith and immortalitg which thou hast made
known unto us through Jesus thg Son; to thee be the glorg for ever.

10:3 Thou, Almightg Master, didst create all things for the sake of thg name, and hast
given both meat and drink, for men to crjog, that we might give thanks unto thee, but to

us thou hast given sPiritual meat and drink, and life cvcrlasting, through thg Son.

10:4 Above a”, we thank thee that thou art able to save; to thee be the glorg for ever.
10:5 Remember, Lord, thg Church, to redeem it from every evil, and to Pcmccct itin thg
love, and gathcr it togcthcr from the four winds, even that which has been sanctified for
thg kingclom which thou hast Prcparccl for it; for thine is the kingdom and the glorg for
ever.

10:6 Let grace come, and let this world pass away. Hosanna to the Son of David. If any
one is holg let him come (to the Eucharist) ; if any one is not, let him repent. Maranatha.
Amen.

10:7 But chargc the Prophcts to gjve thanks, so far as thcg are wi”ing to do so.

24



CHAPTER 14
141 But on the Lord's dag, after that ye have assembled together, break bread and give

thanks, having in addition confessed your sins, that your sacrifice may be pure.

142 But let not any one who hath a quarrel with his comPanionjoin with you, until theg
be reconciled, that your sacrifice may not be Po”utecﬂ,

143 for it is that which is sPoken of bg the Lord. In every Place and time offer unto me a
pure sacrifice, forlama great King, saith the Lord, and my name is wonderful among, the

Gentiles.

Session 5

As We are Sent into the World...
April 5,2006

Scripture: Numbers 6:22-27 "The Aaronic Benediction"

The Lord sPoke to Moses, saying; SPeak to Aaron and his sons, saying, Thus you shall
bless the Israelites: You shall say to them, The Lord bless you and keep you; the Lord
make his face to shine upon you, and be gracious to you; the Lord lift up his
countenance upon you, and gjve you peace.

So theg shall Put my name on the lsraelites, and 1 will bless them."

A Walk Through the Sunclag Morning Liturgg: SEND

25



“Thank the Lord”
Thank the Lord and sing his Praisc; tell everyone what he has done.
Let all who seek the Lord rcjoicc, and Prouc”g bear his name!
LBWp.72  He recalls is Promiscs, and leads his Pcoplc forth injog,
with shouts of thanksgivingl Alleluia!

ook up Psalm 105:1-5

O give to the LORD, call on his name,

make known his among the Pcoplcs.

Sing to him, sing Praiscs to him; tell of all his Woncllcmcul works.

Glorg in his holg name; let the hearts of those who seek the LORD rc',oicc.
Seek the LORD and his strcngth; seek his presence continua”g.
Remember the wonderful works he has done, his miracles, and thcjuclgmcnts he uttered,

ook up Psalm 105:42-45

For he remembered his holg , and Abraham, his servant.
Sohe brought his People out withjoq, his chosen ones with

singing,
He gave them the lands of the nations,

and thcg took Posscssion of the wealth of the Pcoplcs,
that they might kccp his statutes and observe his laws. Praise the LORD!

what “holg promises” did God make to Abraham?

L ook up Genesis 12:1-3

What are the Promiscs God makes? (First Part of verses 2 & %)

26



What is the intended effect of those Promiscs being fulfilled? (second Part of verses 2 &
3)

For discussion:

I we sing “tell everyone what (God) has done” .. .what has God done in your fife?

An Exercise in Tl’lanksgiving [
I

|
I Use thc space bclow to write your responses I

27



The song Playing in the bacl(grouncl is: “Give” by Third Day

Now, Iooking Particularlg at the things that you listed as “gif:ts from God”;
How can we use these gi{:ts and blessings toBEa blessing?
As inclivicluals, inour clailg lives?

As a Familg?

As a church?

Let’s see what Scripture has to say about how to live this out in

our daily lives:

Please open your Bibles to Romans chaptcr 12

What does verse 1 say is our “spiritual worship”?

»

“...Present your bodies as a

Someone read verses 4-8 aloud. If we all have different ghcts to serve, what are yours?

In answering, consider this: | once heard someone say that your “ca”ing” is where your
grcatcst Passion and the world’s grcatcst need meet.”

SO, what are your Passions? What are your ghcts?
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Inverses 9-21, Paul lists ways that we are called to live this out in cﬂailq life.

Which of these sPeak to you as ways YOU can live out your “sPiritual worship”’?

Pick one and write it here:

Service in the world is the logical outcome

and continuation of Sundag morning worsl'liP!

Remember, we had looked at this quote last week:

“The church needs the sacrament
[as] the means by which the church’s Fc”owship s
established
and its mission as the baPtizcd Pcople of God

is nourished and sustained?

And now, the end of the Sunclag morning liturgg...

lee Aaronic Benediction; N
Numbers 6:22-27 E

This word means

Notice the Para”el verse structure here: “blCSSiﬂg”
The Lord bless YOUL oottt and keeP
you
The Lord make his face to shine UpON You.............. and be gracious to you
The Lord lift up his countenance upon you............ and gve you peace.
Look at verse 27
“So shall theg Put my onthe lsraelites, and I will bless them.”

(Whose name do WE bear??)

Verse 26 (and our Sunday morning benediction) end with what?
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« .and give you

WE ARE SENT IN PEACE
Look up Matthew 28:19-20

L ook up Luke 7:50 o

Watch out when

someone says,

Thcy might be

Look up John 20:19-22 <

“As the Father has sent me, so | send you...”

“Pcacc be with you.. J

scnclingyou out to work!

We have seen Jesus here!
And now, with the power of the Holg SPirit
Jesus sends us out,

that others might see him as well, through our |

b

IVes.

Come, let us ecat, for now the feast is sprcacl.

Our Lord’s bodg let us take togcthcr.

Come, let us drink for now the wine is Pourccl.

Jesus’ blood Pourcd let us clrinlc togcthcr.

In his Prcscncc now we meet and rest.

In the presence of the Lord we gathcr.

Rise, then, to sprcacl abroad God’s mightg Word.

Jesus risen will bring in the Kingclom.

(Hymn #214 in the Lutheran Book of WorshiP)
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A 2 T

Things to Remember-...

From week 1: What does it mean to be a “liturgical” church?

LITURGY means "work of the People“

It is the order of worcls, songs, and prayers that we use to guiclc our worship.

Through these words, songs, and prayers,
we are invited into rclationship with God

and become a part of God's work in the world.

From week 2: As we GATHER

Christ invites us to his feast of victory.

He is the lamb that has been slain for us, that God may pass over our sins!
The victory is his, and frees us from the power of sin & death

while Frccing us Fﬂ‘goocl works.

From week 3: As we HEAR the Word

Just like in the story of creation from Genesis,
God continues to spcak his Word (Jesus) into our lives.
Through the Bible rcaclings and the sermon,

We hear how God’s story becomes our story.




Fromweek 4: As we share in the MEAL

We come with thankful hearts and in Christ’s peace to the table.
Through his bocly and bloocl, Christ brings us into

anew covenant rclationship with himself.

Thcre, we Proclaim the central mystery of the faith:
Christ has died! Christ is risen! Christ will come againl

From week 5: As we are SENT into the world

Having been brought into the very life of God in the world
through our worshiP,
we are sent in peace.

Blessed to be a blessine; to the world.
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